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Collaborative Research 
on Very Preterm Birth: 

Concepts and Methods – 
Working with the RECAP 
Preterm Data Platform

Summer School

About RECAP preterm

The overall aim of the RECAP preterm project is to 
improve the health, development and quality of life 
of children and adults born preterm by developing the 
RECAP preterm cohort platform, a sustainable, geo-
graphically diverse and multidisciplinary database of 
national and European cohorts of infants born very 
preterm or with very low birth weight (VPT/ VLBW 
cohorts). This network contains cohorts constituted 
over a 30 year time span and is designed to optimise the 
use of population data for research and innovation in 
healthcare, social and education policy.

The RECAP preterm platform promotes collaborative 
research by pooling data from very preterm cohorts and 
provides exciting opportunities to generate new 
knowledge about the consequences of preterm birth.

This project has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and 
innovati on programme under grant agreement 
No 733280.

Editi ng and design: european foundation for
the care of newborn infants

About the E-Learning

The E-Learning will be online as of July 2021 and will 
provide you with an overview of very preterm cohorts 
and collaborative research principles and techniques. 
Through a mixture of online lectures and presen-
tations, you will learn about existing very preterm 
cohorts in Europe, new research on children and adults 
born very preterm based on pooled data, and how to 
implement a collaborative research protocol – 
including the ethical and legal requirements, 
procedures for harmonising data, the technological 
aspects of storing and sharing data, and analytic 
approaches and software. An exchange with project 
partners with regard to the creation of your own 
collaborative research project will be possible and 
welcomed.

The E-Learning will be in English.
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E-LEARNING



Topics presented by the project teamsE-Learning Faculty

Leonhard Bakker, MSc, Netherlands Organization for Applied 
Scientific Research TNO, Leiden, The Netherlands

Professor Henrique Barros, MD, PhD, Institute of Public Health of 
the University of Porto (ISPUP), School of Medicine, Porto, 
Portugal

Maaike Beltman, MSc, Netherlands Organization for Applied 
Scientific Research TNO, Leiden, The Netherlands

Professor Stef van Buuren, PhD, 1) Netherlands Organization for 
Applied Scientific Research TNO, Leiden; 2) Dept of Methodology 
& Statistics, University of Utrecht, Utrecht, The Netherlands

Professor Rui Camacho, PhD, Researcher at LIAAD, INESC TEC, 
Teacher at Faculty of Engineering University of Porto, Portugal

Professor Elizabeth S. Draper, PhD, Professor of Perinatal & 
Paediatric Epidemiology, University of Leicester, UK

Petteri Hovi, MD, Senior Researcher, National Institute for Health 
and Welfare, Helsinki, Finland 

Professor Eero Kajantie, MD, Research Manager, National 
Institute for Health and Welfare, Helsinki and Oulu, Finland, 
Professor of Lifecourse Medicine, University of Oulu, Finland

Professor Rolf F. Maier, MD, Philipps University Marburg, 
Germany

Andrei Morgan, MBChB, MRCPCH, MSc, PhD, Neonatologist /
Epidemiologist, National Institute of Health and Medical Research 
(INSERM), Paris, France

Artur Rocha, Area Leader, INESC TEC, Porto, Portugal

Nicole Thiele, MBA, EUPATI-Fellow, Vice Chair of the Executive 
Board, European Foundation for the Care of Newborn Infants, 
Munich, Germany

Evert-Ben van Veen Ll.M., MLC Foundation, The Netherlands  

Professor Dieter Wolke, Ph.D. Dr rer nat h.c., Dipl-Psych., 
Department of Psychology and Warwick Medical School, 
University of Warwick, UK

Professor Jennifer Zeitlin, D.Sc, Director of Research, Obstetrical, 
Perinatal and Pediatric Epidemiology, National Institute of Health 
and Medical Research (INSERM), Paris, France
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Very preterm birth: consequences and outcome in 
childhood & future research

Overview of adult outcome studies across the world

Whole countries as cohorts – Nordic registers as tools 
to assess long-term outcomes of preterm birth

Record linkage for epidemiological research

Managing preterm cohort data using the platf orm: 
functi onality overview

Preparing for data harmonisati on

Carrying out data harmonisati on on the platf orm

How to organise internati onal collaborati ons

Advanced data harmonisati on – Stati sti cal concepts 
& methods

Advanced data harmonisati on – A hands-on practi cal

The making of a cohort parti cipant: challenges and 
achievements in a long-term journey

Involving families as partners in research projects

Conducti ng research using the RECAP preterm platf orm

Target audience

Fee

Registrati on

Technical Setti  ngs

Exchange ideas

Researchers in the fields of neonatology 
epidemiology or psychology who wish 
to learn about cohorts and registers. 
Particular interest in using the 
RECAP preterm platform of very 
preterm birth cohorts for research.

No charges are involved. Free access. 
Advance registration required.

Please register before 1st July 2021 
under https://recap-preterm.eu/

The E-Learning is accessible via PC/laptop 
and tablets. The use of a smartphone is 
not recommended. 
A high-speed internet connection is re-
quired.

Registered participants will have the 
opportunity to ask questions and/or to 
exchange ideas with the partners of the 
RECAP preterm project on the use of the 
RECAP preterm data platform.




